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«7 The communication from the Boston “Mer- 
chant,” acknowledged in our last, is inserted in the 
present sheet. We have also one on hand from our 
eorrespondent “T”’ on the same subject, and on the 
balance of trade—which must be laid over for our 
next paper: 





“PALSE CORRECTION.” In some of the numbers 
issued last. Saturday, ia the first col. of page 339, 
line 24, “British cottons,” was printed tor British 
bottoms; and in page 340, what was meant to shew 
the states decidedly fora new tariff, were said to be 
«decided by tor” such a tariff, 





THE SUPREME CoURT uF THK U, S. commenced its 
annual session at Washington on Monday last— 
present chief justice Mursiail, and justices Wash 
ington, Lavingsion, Duvaland Story, Judge Jvhn- 
sm, Was gmmediately expected; but judge Todd 
was detained at home by sickness. 

Besides some ef the members of congress, who 
are occasionally in attendance, the followiig gen- 
tleman appeared as counsel: Messrs. Webster and 
Blake, of Massachusetts; Mr. Pitman, of Riiode Is 
land; Messrs. Emmet, Ogden, Oakley and Wieaton, 
of New York; Mr. Cheves, of Pennsylvania; Messrs. 
Winder and Hoffman, of Maryland; Messrs. Clay 
and Rowan, of Kentucky; -Messrs. Wright, Ham 
mond and Whittlesy, of Ohio. 

RopGers’ MARINE RAIL-wary. We have read with 
much interest, the message of the president of the 
United States, on the subject of com. Rodgers’ «ma 
nne rail way or inclined plane,’ and, though the 
arucle is a pretty long one, we intend soon to have 
the pleasure of laying it before the readers of the 
ReoisreR, that they may with us pay a homage of 
respect to the veteran for services rendered to 


. bigcountry. . 





aq | » » 

Navat. We have “an exhibit shewing the num- 
oer of commission and warrant officers of each 
grade, necessary to command in active service, the 


» Vessels of war at this time belonging to the navy 


including those afloat and those on the stocks and 
huiding ? 

The whole amount of vessels is thus stated—12 
ships of the line, 9 of 44 guns, 3 of 36 guns, 1 steam 
frigate, Lship of 24 guns -for each of which there 
is assigned a Captain; 5 sloops of war, with masters 
commandant; 2 brigs and 5 schooners, under lieu. 
tenants commanding. For the steam boat and 
small schooners now fitting out for a special expe. 
dition, there are required 1 master commandant, 10 
lieutenants commanding, 23 lieutenants, &c. 

The whole amount including the officers requir- 
ed for the navy yards, the board of commissioners, 
and the special expedition now fitting out, is as fol- 
L1OWs: 

Captains 39; masters commandant 12; lieutenants 
commanding 18; other licutenants 249; sailing mas 
ters69; midshipmen including those acting as mas 
\er’s mates 687; surgeons 36; surgeons mates 97; 
pursers 47; chaplains 25; schoolmasters 12; boat- 
swans S$; gunners 38; carpenters 38, sail makers 
without any allowance for sickness or casual- 
les, 

Vor, XXUE,——25, 


New work. Messrs. M. Curey & Lea, of Phila- 
delp sia, have just publisiicd a work under tins ti- 
tle: --**Account of an expedition from Pittsburg to 
the Rocky Mountains, performed inthe years 1819 
and 1820, by order of the secretary of war, under 
the command of major Stephen H. Long ” 

it mukes two handsome volumes, octavo, and 
is accompanied with a beautiful atlas, containing 
maps and prints elegantly executed. Vhe com- 
piler is Dr. Edwin James, botanist and geologist to 
the expedition, and the compilation is made from 
the notes of the author, and of major Long, Mr. 
T. Say, and other gentlemen, of the exploring 
party. it is a very valuable work, and abounds with 
interesting infurniation of thie manners and habits 
of the Lucians, and the geography, geology, botany 
of the regions traversed, with ample notices of its 
animals, natural curiosities, &c. It will, no doubi, be 
extensively read. ‘hose whose opinion is muca to 
be respected, have spoken of it as being very su- 
perior in its composition to the usual works of its 
nature, which, of necessity, must have some dry de- 
tails of facts, not subject to embellishment. 

We present to our readers a short extract from 
the work: 

“The Pawnee Loups, heretofore exhibited the 
singular anomaly, amongst the American natives, 


of a people addicted to the inhuman, superstitious 


rite, of making propitiatory offerings of human 
victims to Venus, the greatstar. The origin of this 
sanguinary sacrifice is unknown: probably it exist. 
ed previously to their intercourse with the white 
traders. This solemn ceremony was performed 
annually, and immediately preceded their horticul- 
tural operations, for the success of which it ap- 
pears to have been instituted. A breach of this 
duty, the performance of which they believed to 
be required by the great star, it was supposed 
would be succeeded by the total failure of their 
crops of maize, beans, and pumpkins, and the con- 
sequent total privation of their vegetable food. 

“To obviate a national calamity so formidable, 
any person was at liberty to offer up a prisoner of 
either sex, that by his prowess in war be had be- 
come possessed of. = ‘ 

“The devoted individual was clothed inthe gayest 
and most costly attire; profusely supplied witb: the 
choicest food, and constantly attended by the Magi, 
who anticipated all his wants, cautiously concealed 
from him the real object of their sedulous atten- 
tions, and endeavored to preserve his mind in a. 
state of cheerfulness, with the view of promoting 
obesity, and thereby rendering the sacrifice more 
acceptable to their Ceres. 

“When the victim was thus sufficiently fattened 
for their purpose, a suitable day was appointed for 
the performance of the rite, that the whole nation 
might attend. . | 

“The victim was bound to across, in the pre. 
sence of the assembled multitude, when a solemn 
dance was performed, and, after some other cere. 
monies, the warrior, whose prisoner he had been, 
cleaved his head with the tomahawk, and his spee. 
dy death was insured by numerous archers, who 
penetrated his body with their arrows, 

«A trader informed us that the squaws cut pieces 





of fiesh from the deceased, with which they greass 
































































. which at present interests us will not fail to meet 
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¢d their hoes; but this was denied by another, who 
had been present at one of these sacrifices. How- 
ever, this may be, the ceremony was believed to 
have cailec down a blessing upon their labors of 
the field, and they proceeded to planting without 
delay. 

whe present mild and humane chief of the na. 
tion, Latelesba, or knife-chief, has long regarded 
this sacrifice as an unnecessary and cruel exhibition 
of power, exercised upon unfortunate and defence- 
less individuals, whom they were bound to protect, 
and he vainly endeavored to abolish it by philan- 
thropic admonitions. 


















“An letan woman who was brought captive into 
the village, was doomed to the great star by the! 


. warrior whose ‘property she had become by the! the revolutionary war to act asa spy, and is th 
fate of war. 


She underwent the usuai prepara. 
tions, and on the appointed day wasled to the cross 
amidst a great concourse of people, as eager, per- 
haps, as their civilized fellow men to witness the 
horrors of an execution. The victim was bound 
to the cross with thongs of skin, and the usual. 
ceremonies being performed, her dread of a more 

terrible death, was about to be terminated by the 
tomahawk and the arrow, At this critical juncture, 
Petalesbaroo, (son of the knife-chiet), stepped for-' 
ward into the area, and, ina hurried but firm man.’ 
ner, declared that it was his father’s wish to abol-! 
ish this sacrifice; that for himself, he had present-; 
ed himself before them, for the purpose of laying | 
down his life upon the spot, or of releasing the vic-. 
tim. He then cut the cords which bound her to 

the cross, carried her swiftly through the crowd to’ 
a horse, which he presented to her, and having 

mounted another himself, he conveyed her beyond | 
the reach of inmediate pursuit; when, after having | 





supplied‘her with food, and admonishing her to make 



















the best of her way to her own nation, which was in the city of Charleston, four individuals who were 


at the distance of at least four hundred miles, he | 
was constrained to return tohis village. The eman- | 
cipated Ietan had, however, the good fortune, on: 
her journey of the subsequent day, to meet witha 
war party of her own people, by whom she was 
conveyed to her family in safety.” 





Brooks’ Gazetreenr. A new edition of this cele- 
brated work, considerably enlarged, and published 
under chage of that well known and able lecturer on 
geography and history, Mr. William Darby, is about 
to appear at Philadelphia. The parts that belong to 
foreign countries have been corrected or improved, 
and what relates to the United States has been 
newly written, especially for this work; and the 
whoic is adapted to the present state of things. It 
shews the population of every county in the dif. 
ferent states, as put down in the tables of census for 
1800 and 1820, and has a classification of the popu- 
lation as inserted in those tables; and, in all that re- 

ards our own country, or other countries of North 
and South America, this Gazetteer must be consid. 
ered as equal to any other that can now be publish- 
ed—Mr. Darby being devoted to the extension of 
geographical information—patient, laborious and 
persevering, as isshewn in all: his works, The de- 
scriptive matter exceeds 1100 pages of closely prints 
ed octavo. 

Of the utility of works of this sort, it is not ne- 
cessary to say any thing—and we believe that that 


the best expectations of the friends of the edi- 
tor and publishers, and the public at large. 


Tue Pionsens. It was announced in the New 


—— 
New 
- of Natl 
be ready for delivery the next morning—~and, by 1 ynanime 
o’clock on that day, the publisher had given oii the ju4! 
thirty five hundred copies! This is, indeed *sop,fm from— 
thing new,” in the United States. From the speci fot jud 
mens that we have sé€en of this work, it does ,,qm worth ' 
appear likely to fail in a comparison with the beam Sav9S© 
product of the “wizzard of the north,” as the auth, suther 
of the Scotch novels is called, by way of eminen: been lh 
‘Tur Sey.” In the legislature of Massachuset: Mor 
a'petition has been presented by David Gray, pray = monw' 
ing compensation for extraordinary services pe hundr 
formed in the revolutionary war. The Bost on the 
Centinel says—*It appears, from evidence prody duly | 
ed by the petitioner, that he was employed during ii 
and W 
identical personage so celebrated in the populs rienc 
novel of the “Spy,” under the name of Harve; disstre 
Birch,” 
TH 
Important. A letter from London, dated No nal U 
23, published in one of the New York papers says wate 
“A great object of curiosity is now preparing onthe end 
Thames—-a new steam vessel, intended for Calcu: state 
ta. Her engine and boiler occupies only one fifth thire 
part of the usual space; her furnace consumes her gisla 
own smoke; will perform with one bushel what for. redt 
merly took one chaldron of coals: her boiler is con. 
structed to return its own steam, without one parti. T 
cle escaping, so that once filled it is enough for the con 
voyage, which it is calculated she will perform in the 
36 or 40 days. The invention is American—Pr. tior 
KIxs is the man, who does honor to his country. this 
In two months time this vessel will sail, (or go), for hee 
Calcutta.” ter 
Loxctvirr. During the year 1822, there died ; 
a 
more than 100 yearsold. Population 24,780, pe 
In many countries, it is regarded as a matter of or 
no smallinterest to ascertain and make due returns th 
of the ages of all persons deceased, not merely to §' 
gratify a laudable curiosity, but for the purpose of ar 
establishing some points that may be important to um 
the living. ‘There is no general regulation on thi 4 
subject in the United States, or in any of the states, zi 


yet, by examining the obituary notices contained 
in the comparatively few newspapers received st 
the office of the Rreisten, we propose to attempt 
a monthly collection of persons dying who had 
reached the age of 100 years or upwards, though 
entirely satisfied that these means are inadequate 
to furnish any thing more than a very partial view 
of the rightful aggregate of such persuns, 


Notices of the decease of aged persons as contained! 
the newspapers received at the office of the Reeistsi, 
during the month of January 1825, 

In Franklin co. Pennsylvania, Elizabeth Camp: 
bell, aged 104—severalof her relatives had reached 
100. At Troy, N. Y. Ann Fowler 100. At Tyng® 
boro’ N, Y. Abigail Hadlock 104. At Somers, 4. 
Y. Michael Makeel 103. At Rutland, Oswego, }. 
Y. Mrs. Buroy, 110. At Brunswick, Maine, ge" 
James W. Ryan 107--his wife is yet living, age¢ 
94; they were married together 75 years before 
his death. At Georgetown, Col. Yarrow, a Moor, 
(supposed) 135! At the city of New York, a wo 
man, 2 native of St. Domingo, 106, At Sargus, | 
Mass. Mrs. Edwards, 101. In Edgecom» county, 
N. C. William Spicer, aged about 112. In Boston, 
William Homer, 116. 

(7Mr. Jacob Mathies, aged 111, was lately mar 
ried to Mrs. Sellars, aged 119, in Duplin county. 





York papers, that this long-expected work would | 


North Carolina—so say the newspapera. 





ied 
ere 





MONS. 0 ten, os eapang 


NLLES’ REGISTER---FEBRUARY 8, 1823—FOREIGN NEWS. $53 





—_—_— 


ee 





New York. The nomination by the governor 
of Nathan Sanford, as chancellor of the state, was 
unanimously ratified by the senate; but those of 
the judges of the supreme court were dissented 
from—for Ambrose Spencer 5 ayes, against him 28; 
for judge Platt, 2, against him 29—judge Wood- 
worth was also rejected by a bare majority. John 
Savage has been appointed chief judge and Jacob 
sutherland an associate; Samuel R. Betts who had 
been named, was rejected. 





More Goon news!—Bills of the bank of the com- 
monwealth of Kentucky, to an amount of seven 
hundred thousand dollars, were burnt at Frankfort 
on the 15th ult. in the presence of suitable persons 
duly appointed to see that the conflagration was 
properly made, A few more good fires like this, 
and we shall begin to expect remittances from our 
friends in Kentucky—whose arrears amount*to a 
distressing aggregate at this time. 





‘luz Poromac. A grand project is on foot to ca- 
nal this noble river from Cumberland to the tide 
water. The cost is estimated at 1,500,000 dollars, 
end the plan is that the United States, and the 
states of Maryland and Virginia shall each take a 
third partof the sum. The affair is before the le- 
gislature of Maryland— but the state is too much 
reduced in its means to accord with the scheme. 





Tue Roanoke canst, says the Norfolk Herald, is 
completed to the basin at Rock Landing, and 
there now remains no obstacle to the transporta- 
tion of produce from above the falls of Roanoke to 
this place.—In one word, that work, which has 
been so long a subject of solicitude, anxiety and in- 
terest, is complete. 

Fire, There was a large and very destructive fire 
at Norfolk on the morning of the $list ult. One 
person was burnt to death in the bouse in which it 
originated, supposed to have been suffocated by 
the smoke. Another was killed and several dan- 
gerously mangled and hurt by the falling of walls 
and chimnies. ‘The fire was arrested by the blow. 
ing up of abuilding. One would think that the fre- 
quent fatal accidents that have occurred by the fall 
of chimnies and walls, would put the people on 
their guard against them, at a time of fire. 





Casuatties. We have lately seen mentioned 
several cases of young ladies being burnt to death 
in consequence of their clothes taking fire. It 
may be well to repeat what bas so often been said, 
that if the person, whose clothes are on fire, has 
not sufficient presence of mind to fall flat on the 
floor, whoever is present should first of all effect 
their prostration, and then use means to extinguish 
the fire, by rolling them up in a carpet or close- 
ly wrapping a man’s coat, (if nothing more fitting 
ig at hand), over the parts in a flame. 





Expioston. Six persons were killed on Thurs- 
day last week, and several badly wounded, by an 
explosion at Eden Park powder mills, near Wil- 
mington, Delaware. Two horses were also killed, 
The building in which the principal part of the pow- 
der was deposited did not explode, or it is thought 
that the destruction would have been much 
greater, 

Brown University, R. 1. Nicholas Brown has 
erected during the last season, wholly at his own 


high, 120 feet in length, 40 feet in breadth, and 
containing forty-eight rooms, which he has pre- 
sented to the Corporation of the university, to be 
held by them, with the other corporate property, 
according to their charter. The corporation, at 
the suggestion of the liberal donor, have named 
the building Hope college. 





Convicts—at Botany Bay. The London papers 
contain along statement of a case the substance of 
which is as follows: a young man aged about 20, 
named Magire, son of a respectable gentleman at 
Enniskillen, was seized as a rebel in 1798, and ac- 
quitted on the trial. But immediately on his acqust- 
tal, he was seized, placed on board a transport and 
seht off to Botany Bay, where he has remained 
ever since, being refused liberty to return! The 
father neglected his business and died broken 
hearted, and the whole family appears to have been 
ruined m consequence of these tyrannical proceed. 
ing’s. --— 

_ Rote moTHER. Rome, October 12.—Who 
would have believed, thirty years ago, that a sim- 
ple country woman of Ajaccio, afterwards rather 
unfortunate at Marseilles, would, in the year 1822, 
have made a solemn public testament in Rome, by 
which, after having constituted her grandson —~a, 
pretended king—her heir, she should leave a lega- 
cy of 150,000 crowns to each of her children, Jo- 
seph, Lucien, Louis, Jerome, Elizabeth, Pauline, 
Caroline, and Hortense, besides 25,000 crowns as 
a supplementary dowry to each of the four chil- 
dren of Lucien: item, a palace and splendid furni- 
ture to a brother now decorat@d with the purple 
and loaded with riches and honor? 





Tities, Letter from the governor of Illinois to 
the editors of the Illinois Intelligencer, dated Van- 
dalia, Dec 10, 1822— 

Gentlemern—Our state constitution gives to the 
person, exercising the functions of the executive, 
the appellation of Governor—a title which is spe- 
cific, intelligible, and republican, and amply suffi- 
cient to denote the dignity of the office. In your 
last paper you have noticed me by the addition of 
“his excellency,” an aristocratical and high sound- 
ing adjunct, which I am sorry to say has become too 
common among us, not only in newspaper annuncia- 
tions, but in the addressing of letters, and even in 
familiar discourse. It is a practice disagreeable to 
my feelings and inconsistent, as I think, with the 
dignified simplicity of freemen, and to the nature 
of the vocation of those to whom it is applhed — 
And having made it a rule through life to address 
no one as his excellency, or the honorable, or by 
any such unmeaning title, I- trust, I shall be par. 
doned for asking it as afavor of you, and my fel- 
low citizens generally, not to apply them to me, I 
am, &c. &c. EDWARD COLES. 

Messrs, Brown &? Berry, editors 

of the Illinois Intelligencer. 





FOREIGN NEWS, 

Great Britain, Lord Byron’s “Vision of Judg- 
ment,’’ has been pronounced a blasphemous libel, 
by the grand jury of Middlesex. 

A band of smugglers has lately been broken up 
in England, whose chief had 200 men under his 
command. The income of thé marquis of Stafford 
is rated at 10001. fer day, a great part of which is 
derived from the profit of canals. 

France. The prince of Conde has placed 200,000 
francs in the hands of a person for the purchase of 





expense, an elegant brick building, four stories 


lAunting dogs, ‘The Bourbons are restored.” 








/ 

| 

| 
fi 
j 
i 
; 























































~ wor. notice. 


$56 NILES’ REGISTER---FEBRUARY 8, 1825-.--RATE OF EXCHANGE. 


—_— 





ab 





é ter a. 
The latest accounts go to shew that France will,, The reports of the success and condition of the 
at least, consider the matter well before she inter- | contending parties at Maracaybo, Coro, &c. are s, 
feres, by arms, in the affairs of Spain. The “rumors contradictory that we cannot make out the facts 

of war’ were subsiding. Yet many things are men-' Both parties are said to have gained some late Vic. 
tioned that bear a hostile aspect. yplhe stock tories, Bolivar, however, was advancing from the 
Jobbing and trading communities are now so mucii interior with a force that, it was believed, would 
interested in these matters, that what might other-' soon capture Morales, whose escape by sea does 
wise be regurded as credible intelligence is hardly ; not now seem practicable, from the superior naval 
force of the Colombians, Some British government 
‘the king has issued an ordinance which declares | vessels had proceeded to Maracaybo to demand 
that “the Faculty of medicine at Paris is suppres-'of Morales the property which he had seized, to 
sed.” By this act, 25 medical men of the first'the amount, it is said, of near three millions, be. 
class are deprived of their places, and about 4,000 | longing to British subjects. 

students of their source of isformation. The lat- | 
ter must now srek instruction at other schools. 

The students, itappears, are suspected of entertain | 
ing liberal sentiments, such as have prevailed in | 








Rate of Exchange, &c. 

Mr. Nites—i intave read tic remarks of your 
many of the German universities; and to be suspect- | correspondent *T,’ in answer to ry former commu. 
ed even of thinking otherwise than is fashionable | nicatien, on the subject of the exportation of specie 
at the court, is one of the highest offefices that. and the rate of exchange. The courteous style of 
Freuchinen, (rapidly approaching their vld condi- the writcr demands my acknowledg: ments; and, 
tion of “slaves”), can commit, in these “legitimate” although I have no idea of accepting his invitation 
times. to a correspondence fer the winier, L feel bound, in 

Spain. The priests of this couniry, being the chief! ..vility, to furnish his the iurther explanations he 
ins'igators of revolt and murder, have been taken ‘has asked for. I will begin with the sibject of ex. 
under the special care of the cortes. Many of them | change, us most easily despatched—for, after read. 
have been formally banished, 1,200 of them, be- ‘ing over the very diffuse remarks of your corres. 
sides monks and friars, had joined the “army of | pondcn't, with the utmost attention, L can make 
the faith.” ‘bis force, when hotly pursued fin’sa | nothing of them, but that he reterved to the nomi- 
refuge in France, which Mina had as yet respected (nai or custom house par, wiulst my observations 

Turkey. \t is stated im a way that inspires be- | were directed fo the real or true par. undertook 
lief, that Chourschid Pacha had proposed an armas. ,t? Shew that the custam-house par, or the par of 
ine th the proviaial government of Greece—and ‘common parlance, is merc ly a noming! par, aud to 
they bad agreed to one for six-months, provided | shew what is the rat, Test, wutrinsic, actual, and, if 
the Turks should evacuate Thessaly, and that.all |!” Pleases, “pracdcal” par. In doing so, I suppos. 
the fortresses that*they held in the Morea, as well | €4 IT was meeting the question proposed; and I can 
as tiat Arta and Prevesa, shouid be given up to the | }4?ly think, even now, that your correspondent, 
Gr-eks. ” Phese were regarded as very severe con. | when propounding that question, had precisely the 
ditions andit is not known whether they have been |S#™¢ idea oi the par of exchange which he now 
onda te, expresses. His original question, as now explained, 

It is agreed, that in the late campaign, the Turks | wiil stand thus: Is a rate of exchange, nominai/y 13 


entirely failed—both by land and sea, per cent. above par, but really and intrinsically at 
: led d q par, advautageous, or otherwise, to the operations 
Buenos Ayres appears to have settled down into | of commerce? Such a question, certainly, would 


a quiet and prosperous condition—in consequence, | never tiave brought me “upon paper.” I cannot see 
perhaps, of the government having “nearly upset |the point or bearing of it, and cannot but think it 
the friars”—whose power, and that of the priests, | would appear childish to attempt to answer it,— 


they have wisely resolved to reduce. | There is no discrepancy between my observations 


Colombia. There was a dreadful gale at Laguira on the sudject of exchange, and those expressed 
about the 21st Dec. Nineteen sail of vessels, many |by Mr. Adams, in his very elaborate report on 
of them very valuable, went ashore and were woe and measures, On the contrary, L will ac- 
wrecked the cargoes chiefly lost, and about 60 | knowledge their “/allacy,” when such discrepancy 
lives. The.U § frigate Congress was the only |is pointed out. Since the writing of Mr Adams’ 
man of war in port and the only vessel that rode | essay, the currency of Great Britain has become, 
out the gale, with the loss, how-ver, of all her.an-.,and is now, truly and practically gold, not paper. 
chors save one. She has since arrived at Curracoa. |The price of gold, in London, has, for nearly a 
It is asserted that the famous Spanish frigate Li- |twelvemonth, been below the mint price. Your 

era has been lost: but the account is uncertain. correspondent is mistaken in calling $4.44 the le- 

Com. Danie)s, with his squadron, was cruising off | gal par, in any other respect than for the purpose 
Porto Cabello, and had captured the Spanish fri | of estimating ad valorem duties on importation. It 
gate Maria Francisco, of 32 guns and 40U men, 200 | has been long settled in our courts, and I presume 
of them supernumersries, from Havana for Porto | in other states, that a person sued on a promise to 
Cabello. She is a fine vessel and had about 30,000 | pay £1000 sterling, must pay as many dollars as will 
dollars on board. Daniels bad, a sbort time before, | buy £1000—and s0 of any other foreign currency. 
captured the corvette Maria Theresa, of 29 9 | He is also misiaken, in supposing that the rate of 
pounders and 200 men, with 25,000 dollars on | exchange can never vary from the real par—or that 
beard, also from Havana for Maracaybo—she had |an ounce of silver, in New York or Boston, sbould 
two merchant brigs under convoy, laden with pro- | be always worth an ounce of silver in London. The 
visions, which were likewise taken. As a reverse | variation is often 2, 3, and even 5 percent. above 
to this the Spaniards have captured an American | or below the real par, although the expense of trans- 
ship from London for Laguira, mounting 9 guns; | mitting it is scarcely over one per cent. I have, 
which had on board 5000 muskets, 1400 carbines, | then, only to answer, to the reiterated inquiry, that 
50 pieces brass ordinance, 400 bbs. gun powder, | ‘he present rute of exchange is as favorable to com- 
with a quantity of pistols, ball, &c, &c, merce as.any given rate whatever, There is no im- 
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>. Fp ote connection between the rate of exchange | effect of this drain of specie was first felt at Paris, 

e Maan (be success of commerce. Commercial enter. | by the bank of France—the specie in their vaults 

id Bape are founded on the existing, or anticipated, was reduced, in three months, from 117,000,060 of 

og Merie of exchange—itis only unforeseen fluctuations | francs to 34,000,000; in eonsequence of waich they iq 

a] Baweet derange the calculations of the merchant, | suddenly and violently reduced their discounts.— B 

tt Maan may, therefore, be considered unfavorable to | The shock was tremendous—in the words of John if 

d Pgcommerce. *F’ reminds me that f omitted to an- | Irving, esq. page 133, “the panic of Paris spread 4 

io Magsver bis third question, whether “the exportation with instant and rapid effect to Amsterdam, to Hanr- Ye 

. Bgof specie, more than we import, combined with the | burg, to Francfort, to Leipsic, to Vienna, and every et 
resent rate of exchange, promotes or retards the! other commercial place in the north of Germany; j 
prosperity of the country?” Having «xpressed my | interest rose to nine dnd ten per cent.” ke &e. 4 
views on each subject separately, it seemed to me The paper system of England, which had existed f 
sperfuous to do more. f will only add, that I see | twenty five years, had communicated an artificial 1] 

r pothing inthese causes, singly or combined, unfavor | inflation to ell commercial property, Speculators i 7 

ls sble to our commerce or to the prosperity of the } had been enabled to contron! the prices of all the 

e guntry. T can form no co\ception of a cause or | staple commodities. and had ran them up to unna- | 

yt quses ‘which can benefit commerce, and, at the} tural prices, thereby exciting over-production and 

L, me time, ruin the couatry,” 4 over trading. A few months of violent and conti- . 

n | proceed to the more complicated and interest. | nual pressure, acting simultaneously and sympathee 

nh ing subject—the distresses of 1619 «F’ inquircs| tically, in the cities of Paris Amsterdam and Lon- 

e yhat I mean by calling that year disastrous? | will| don, were sufficient to prostrate this fabric of spe- 

. inform him, by giving my views of the nature and} culaiion. Numerous failures, and to an immense 

” wse of the embarrassments of that year, and trust) amount, destroyed confidence and paralyzed trade, 

. hey may not prove altogether uninteresting to | The result, as stated in my former communication, 

e your Teaders, : was a reduction in the value of commercial property, 

- The great and moving cause of the paralysis of | Produce, manufectures and shipping; which has 

s ommerce in that year, was the change which took been estimated, by intelligent merchants in Eng- 

k slice in the circulating medium in Europe. For| "4, at 40 per cent. on the average. 

f be correctness of the facts which 1am about to! The reduction in value was universal. Every 

0 te in support of tbat opinion, I refer to the “re- merchant, in every part of the world, holding ships 

f rt from the secret committee of the British par | OF merchandise, found their value sink in his hands, 

"4 ament, on the expediency of the bank fof Eng | 1" & §rester or less degree, not varying materially 

a ini] resuming cash payments, with the minutes of from the yeital Liave named. The measures adopte 

’ idence before them,’—madeé aid published in edin 1819, which have since been carried into ef- 

5 Mv, 1819. I will first advert to the state of the| fect tor restoring a specie currency to England, 

vy urrency of England, at the commencement of that have given permanency to these reduced prices, 

k er. The restriction on cash payments, by the| T, in other words, to this appreciation of currency, 

3 wok of England, had been continued for one year, from which few articles have risen, although many 

é om July, 1818, to July, 1819—it was understood | h#ve continued to fall—seeking their true level. 

5 nat the question of cash payments was tobe finally; In the United States, this change was felt unl. 

l ‘tiled inthe interim. The governor of the bank] versally and severely, by the merchants—and, with 

: publicly declared, at a quartcrly mecting of the| the exception of New England, by all other classes 

: toprictors, on the Sth October, 1818, that, “if the | of the community. We too, with that exception, 

. uk did not return to cash payments in July next, | having, since 1814, adopted a paper svstem, were 

$ ‘would not be the fault of the bank.” There can| beguiled by the semblance of prosperity which the 

tlittle doubt that this bravado was thrown out in} nominal rise of property, but real depreciation of 

nthe hope a clamour might be exoitedin the pub-| currency presents; and although we had, apparente 

: i, on account of the embarrassments likely to re-| /y, returned to a specie currency after the estab. 

j 

J 





























lt from the measures then taking by the bank, in 
ier to reduce the circulating medium, which 
ight induce parliament to continue the paper 
sem—indefinitely, perhaps. At any rate, the 
‘culation of bank of England notes had been re. 
iced, in the six months ending Jaa. 1, 1819, up 
‘at's of three millions—and so great was the scar- 
ty of money in Jannary and February, that the best 
ls could not be discounted by the London bank- 
It is stated by Samuel Gurney, a bill broker, 
the 9th March, that «several times lately there 
‘Snot a banking house in London that would part 
th £10,000 till the following day.” We will now 
"k at the state of things on the continent. The 
“ench indemnity loan, equal to /.27,000 QUO st’g. 
‘ been negociated in the summer of 1818: Aus. 









’, Russia and Prussia sold out their proportion of 


‘stock, and created further loans of their own, 
the amount of /.11,000,000 sterling, for the pur. 


lishment of the national bank, it was only in ap- 
pearance; the whole system was artifitial: instead 
of reducing the value of property to a specie cur- 
rency, the attempt was made to blow up a currency 
of gold and silver to the puily consistence of the 
paper which preceded it. This experiment was 
made to succeed jora year or two, by the expedient 
of loans of specie obtained in Europe by the United 
States bank, and the system of accommodations to 
other banks, of tender credit, adopted by that in- 








Waldimand, esq. page 76, as shewing an extreme 
case of exchange being above the real par: 

Ques. Expiain the nature of the demand for gold 
from Russia, to which you have referred in a former 
answer? 

“ins. There was a profit of nearly 8 to 10 per 
cent. to be made in sending gold from France to 
St. Petersburg; a profit in ibe precious metals, in 











“e of replacing a part, at least, of their paper|their transmission from one coustry to another, 
rency with a newcoinage. The gid and silver) I believe before unheard of. When I was in Paris, 
‘smitted to Austria and Russia, in that year, | I sent two parcels, one of 300 QUO francs, and the 
tated at 120,000,000 st’g; to Denmark 3,500 000, | other of 400,000 francs—there were cor responding 
ida further sum, not estimated, to Prussia.* The; sums sent by each carriage, by the two bankers 
; oa with whom I undertook these operations, The ex 

{8ote the following trom the evidence of Wm. pense of transmission was one per cent. | 














a ~ 
chdinet a _ = ole Sd 


= _ . — 
Wr. |, raat! + Hee mn: ana ca 
- a “ae . - - . os 
Ss - ” 


ates ae 
— - _ ge > 


a a 
oad 


ad ~—" 
an a 
x 


358 NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 8, 1823—GALES & SEATON, 














-_— 


we en, 





stitution. The electric shock of 1819, like the 
touch of the spear of Ithuriel, brought every thing 
to its natural ana true dimensions. Real property, 
throughout these parts of the country which had 
adopted a paper currency during the war, was re- 
duced in value30, 40 and 50 percent. ‘This infi- 
nitely increased the commercial distresses of New- 
York, Philadelphia and Baltimore over those of Bos- 
ton, which had stood fast in the integrity of a sound 
currency. Fortunately, and almost by miracie, as 
appears by the recent exp:se of Mr. Cheves, the 
bank of the United States, by a change of system, 
was enabled to weather the storm, and to preserve 
a specie currency in all the commercial cities, with 
the exception of Charleston and Savannah—who 
are contented to be within hailing distance, keeping 
their currency from 24 to 10 per cent. below par. 
The western states have given themselves up to 
the terrible scourge of a depreciated currency, with- 
out guide or landmark-—it will, to be sure, work its 
own cure, but through toil, immorality and crime. 
Having thus given a condensed general view of 
the disastrous year 1819, Lam led, by the course of 
‘T’s’ observations, to the subject ef the failures in 
Boston in June and July last, and to the pressure 
for money which preceded them. By “purifying 
the commercial atmosphere,” I certainly mean the 
removal, by failure, of insolvent commercial houses 
—a pressure for money tends to expose the weak. 
ness and cause the stoppage of such houses. This 
effect is salutary, and such was its efiect with us. 
.Not a single failure took place where the parties 
were not deeply insolvent. As these failures were 
great in number, and their real importance bas 
been very much over-rated at a distance, I may be 
allowed to state a few circumstances in relation to 
them. The merchants of Boston suffered severely 
by the fall of prices in 1819—their capitals were re- 
duced, but their currency having, in a great mea- 
sure, preserved them from over-trading, these ca- 


pitals sustained them. There were no failures of | ingly alter, the meaning of such papers—for ther: 


any importance, certainly less than in any other 
commercial city, with which I amacquainted. The 
past year, however, has revealed the fact, that 
three or four respectable houses, although able to 
preserve their credit, suffered so severely in that 
year, as, after a few further losses in attempting to 
retrieve themselves, to cause their insolvency. The 
other failures were, lst, brokers, who had speculat- 
ed largely in stock of the United States bank, with- 
out capital to bear the loss on its sudden deprecia- 
tion about the first of May—2d, speculative traders, 
who had raised an artificial credit, and entered into 
extensive and hazardous operations, without hav. 
ing possessed any, or, if any, very little real capi. 
tal—S3dly, and far the most numerous, small dealers, 
of various grades and characters, some the victims 
of the large speculators, but, mostly, the unskilful 
and imprudent, at least the unsuccessful competi- 
tors on the sharply contested field of trade, who 
are sure to accumulate in a long period of easy and 
unquestioned credit. Suffice it to say, that, al- 
though a peculiar stagnation of business existed, 
during the always stagnant months of July and Au- 
gust, neither these failures nor the pressure for 
money in May, produced any effect on the price of 
commodities, or the trade of the city; on the pros- 
perous aspect of the place; on real estate, or on 
rents. There was no failure of any person having 
any connection with the importation of British ma- 
nufactures. Let me add, that this city, the most 
commercial, in proportion to population, not only in 
the United States, but in the world,—(witness the 


——— 


ing to $4,400,000, or $100 to each individual inha. 
bitant—and other views, more conclusive, may be 
given)—this city is, at this moment, as prosperoys 
as atany period whatever. Let me also add, for the 
satisfaction of your correspondent ‘T,’ that no sep. 
sible addition has been made to the specie of ou, 
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banks, from its lowest depression in June; the id bh 
present return to the governor and council, made Maes? * 
up to the 6th inst. giving an aggregate of $517,0) ied 1 


be re 
jentsS 
snarie 


against $430,000, on the first Monday in June, Per. 
haps it will astonish “f’ to be informed that the 
daily business, transacted at these same banks, wii 
exceed the smallest of these sums, I have extend. 
ed this communication so far, that I have no time 
to apply the view, now taken, to the question 4 
issue between ‘T’ and myself. He must admit thar, 
if my present views are correct, my former “conciy. 
ston” is correct also—and I am ready to agree that, 
whenever his prophecy is fulfilled, that the yeu 
1825 will prove more disastrous than 1819, I will 
yield him the palm, 

After all, Mr, Niles, I shall trouble you again, | 
have something to say on the balance of trade—anj 
I suppose the profound ‘Necker’ will think himsel/ 
neglected, if 1 do not give hima single word inre. 
ply to his very complimentary notice of my former 
communication, A MERCHANT, 
Boston, January 22, 1823. 








Case of Messrs. Gales and Seaton, 


; PRINTERS TO CONGRESS, 

It is indispensable to the national honor and the 
public safety, that the documents and papers laid 
before congress should be faithfully printed, : 
well for the intormation of the members who im 
mediately act on them, as for the intelligence o 
the people who have to abide by the consequence 
of such acts. One would hardly suppose, that an 
person was so base as wilfuly to mutilate, or know 


is a meanness in the proceeding so derogatory t! 
the character of man, that we revolt at the idea 0 
it. Stillit is true, that a short time anterior to th 
late war, and for sometime after its commence 
ment, several of the most important public docu 
ments were wretchedly mangled, and their meanir 
entirely changed by some publishers in the East 
pretending to lay before their readers such doc 
ments in extenso, that they might judge the conduc 
of the general government. It was only by 

dent, in my attention to such matters, that I disc 
vered four or five flagrant instances of the natu 
just stated—one case, I well recollect, contained 
new made paragraph, on which the point of 
whole paper was caused to depend—but I did 1 
view the proceeding, at that time, in the light th 
I now do, and a thousand times since have repe! 
ed that I did not specially point out such abomin 
ble impositions on a portion of the people of 

United States, to lead them to rally round the “/ 
striped flag,” afterwards hoisted. But yet, 14 
thought that the house of representatives took ! 
the subject in a wrong way—An anonymous chal} 
has been made against Messrs Gales and Seato! 
they ought to have ascertained its truth, if th 
thought it necessary, and then have appealed to! 


house for their own justification. What isthe p" and 
cedent estahJished’ If the house will thus take ¥ 
the affair of their printers, they must, in like ™ 
ner, consider all charges that may be prefert 
against any other of their officers, the clerk oF’ 
clerks, the sergeant at arms, the doorkeeper * 
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amount of duties on imports the last year, amount- 


the deputy door keeper, &c, and especially eve 
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ation that may be made ag 


ef their own members. SO 
: ¢ Olled fools, others are designated as knaves 


‘4 hope, in all cases; but is congress to 
ios amittecs to investigate any and every 
. that may thus be preferred’— if so, bee 
ia hardly be time for any thing else, an a - 
aes might be dragged a thousand or fifteen hun- 
cs to give testimony on Ce 
Gin fied through the press. All of ee 
nts and secretaries and highest public func- 
snatie’s have been and are subject to such impu- 
ions—Will the house of representatives agre 
nd for persons and papers” in respect © 
‘them, in virtue of anonymous ae 
yen, in the case of the printers! gs 
“No one will blame Messrs Gales and Seaton | 
ne feeling that they shewed on this occasie 
yeir zeal to exonerate themselves was eS 


nected with a knowledge o% UN. 
nthe matter stated. Admitting, for the sake of 


ument only, that they were tota t 
aa ‘neiple—how is it possible to believe 


‘moral ptt ; { ( 
at they ‘vould sacrifice their great private one 
ness and valuable public employment to So pitifu 


1 1s? It is impossible to suppose it, 
sah in congas statedfor, if this thing 
had been wilfully done 
‘nsinuated, they would 
lowest dregs of creation, 
for “scorn to De 
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ia entertain 


con, 
Some of these are serve, 


The committee appointed in pursu 


solution of t 
there | on the 21st January, to investigate, 
referred to in the letter of Messrs. 
ton, have attended that service, a0 
t ought | report: 
Sat cure That they have given to th 
sideration which the magnitu 
the reputation of those who 
e to {service of this house, an 
nce, seemed to require. 
That, while your comm 
with. the importance 0 
on for | tion of the accused, th 
yn. | that it involved, also, 
sentially | of this house, and a contemp 


dge of their own honesty | dignity. 


ct to either de 


liy destitute the charge agains 
hanced, in importance, by 1 


criminal design of shielding, 


sion, an important cep'*" 
from a ‘just responsibility. 


by them and for the reason | & 
have sunk to the level OKLRE acts, the character of one of the first officers of the 


and havering finger at.” | government, and the fidelity of the public printers, 
coy was satisfied that they were | your committee have not proceeded without the 
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and, therefore, speak of it as it appears to deé- 


from the face of the facts presented. 
REPORT. 
ance of are- 
he house of representatives, adopted 
certain charges 
Gales aud Sea- 
d ask leave to 


e subject all that con« 
de of the charge, and 
have long been in the 
g hitherto high in its confi- 


ttee have been impressed 
f the charge to the reputa- 
ey have not been unmindful, 
a gross violation of the rules 
t of its authority and 


Nor have your committee omitted to notice, that 
t Messrs. Gales and Seaton 1s en. 
mputing to them the 
by the alleged omis- 


t department of the government 


i igati } involving 

To the investigation of such a subject, invo 

t once the pean er which this house and the na- 
Sau repose in the information upon which it 


. -wsit OF intent to do wrong—yet, t/ was right | most cautious inspection of the documents submit- 


rat 

that the fact of the omission should have been stated, 

though the motive and manner of it may have been 

wrong. The result of the investigation is just 

what | expected that it would be—the perfect ac- 

quittal of Gales and Seaton, and the relief of the 

secretary of the treasury. The latter had commu- 

nicated the original paper—it was before the house 
and became the property of the house; and any 
marks made upon it by him, previous to its trans- 
mission, would only have invited attention to that 
part—for there seems a natural curiosity in most 
men, nearly all men, to notice and to try to find out 


what other men would conceal—a propensity that 
-—we ewt part ul a fetter, (if 


meeter ‘was material 
at all), has somei/ 
mag nn — “< came into the Hireenty fae 
arked that they did right in omitti 
cording to the testimon = pr ow 
adduced, which 
to be conclusive on nt j By ye 
subject. By whom th 
voalies poe yet wholly a Mh. to and won 
ittee in proposing that 
ber or members sh SSaRMALASEA So intend on 
eral ould be appointed to att 
ae publication of documents in future. Seat dep 
ae several hands in the time of theit 
> von rom a department to the hands of the print- 
me : Sedna der that the latter should be 
at,” for every bod We pri 
have “sins of omissi ean aaa OF 
ssion and commission” enough of 
no vale veg ap i are made, in some cali 
or the sins of i 
cure a eee others, in the ordinary 
e shall now give the re 
$ le report and some of t 
don af ce oe, oe wit, the Nedbey 
atinaeated + a s and Seaton’s foreman, the 
- Dickens, a clerk i 
dope i . rk in the treasur 
» and that of the secreta i t 
ry himself. 
he =e be sufficient to strengthen the na 
nolan ew the uncertainty that rests on the trans. 
» 4s stated in that report. We have not any 


ri . . * 
Private Aint-or intelligence about this thing, pro or | 





ted to them, and the most solemn sanction to the 


testimony of the witnesses, upon which their opi- 
nion was to be founded. 
The evidence taken in the case has been pre- 
served, and is submitted entire at the conclusion of 
the report. 
The charge against Messrs. Gales and Seaton, in 
e as bas : 
regard to which they prayed this investigation, was 
contained in a communication printed in the Wash- 
ington Republican, of the 20th of January, instant, 
over the signature oe nen Meet a Depry ty arg ag 
as follows: 1g vTh-*, in printing oe. pyre nt ; 
’ e 
per sania the report of the secretary of the 
we meinen alee toes 
|‘ 1on of the house of repr i 
ling upon him to exhibit 2 fas cg a lag 
; c a statement of his t 
tions with all those banks which Se a 
him the depositories of Se eeuiie samioes 
blic mone i 
from the sales of oe Se 
public lands, that they had 
pressed and totally omitted in th i Faas 
with which they furnished th A sucgn  ge pes 
hey fturni e house, parts 
documents implicating Mr. Enawecke Fd pe 
strongly. —_ 
The attention of your commi 
mn of mittee was first direct- 
which soundgaened aha all the original tos aalimoat 
anie e report of the s 2 
mes Tagger to, and they find the Peridot tly 
aphs, in the originals, entire! i a the 
tinted d eye ag y omitted in the 
pr “a ocuments which were furnished the house, 
Ina letter from Wm. R. Dicki 
Wm. R. Dickinson, i ; 
lyase yet: bank, to the sage Ay al 
, dated Sd April, 1819, and referred a eaeot 
Ay ’ . t 
1 ce documents by the pencil mark (A 5) = 
fe) erat pomereph is omitted. , r 
‘The diilerence of which you spe in y 
oe of the 12th ultimo, Pant 2p oo . 
— in my letter of the iSth February ft 
rom the circumstance of your having extended 











“your friend!y disposition to this bank beyond whas 
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“was dared by our board to ask. 
“the debt to the branch 
“have directed (as we llas that menti 


“from the branch at Chillicothe, which debt th 


is , 
“branch was taking measures to discharge. As soon ty alluded; and that the word our, 


ank of Columbia, 
ude in the books of this insti. 


I remark, bowever, in the 
“staternent which you furnish from the bank ot Co 


“lumbia, that “notes $3,895” is entered, which I 
“know nothing of, having never betore heard of it.” 

The above extract in the original is included be 
tween Jexd pencil brackets; the whole is crossed 


t was dared by 


“as ‘he transfer is made from the b 
‘the entries shall be m 
“tution as you direct. 


with a pencil, and the words «wha 


cur bank to ask” are underscored by an ink line. 


In a letter from John Serine. cashj 
» cashier of the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ bank ce Indiana, dated 
Madison, 24th August, 1820, to the secretary of the 
treasury, the following paragraph is included be. 


pencil mark, 


tween pencil brackets, crossed by a; 
and omitted in the printing. : 


This letter is referred to in the original docu- 
ments, by a pencil mark in the Margin as F. 6— 


Saf Rtcsanite arecl tre peepee atk 
chante’ baal fe he hy tue Franklin, and Mer. 
Mechanics’ bank f Nex Se Pee 
. &: ; andria, are underscored by 
an ink line, and the word ow written in amit’ 3 
the margin, against the above exiract, PEDCNs in 

In a letter, referred to in the original document, 
by the pencil mark, (1.6) from Aug. Chouteau, 
president of the bank of Missouri, dated Saint Louis, 
Oth August, 1816, to the secretary of the treasury, 
the following words are crossed by a pencil mark; 
the word out written in pencil against them in the 
margin, and omitted in the printed documents, 

«it is known to us, that the same money which 
«has been received in payment, by the receiver 
‘at this place, is not identically presented for de- 
s* posite at this bank.” 

In a letter, referred to in the original documents 
as L5),from Leroy Pope, president of the Planters 
and Merchants’ bank of Huntsville, dated 4th May, 
1819, to WME Seurctary OF We s~cagury, the following 
paragraphs, included in pencil bracke 
ed by a pencil, are omitted It tue, 

{s:-— . , 
OT eae conjecture, in relation to your circular “A 
& subsequent to the 30th of June - Proiet aaa 
« tained in the copy egoasboorirsd for ns construction 
« stance satisfactorily acco Aot Were 
«it received from the board of directors. 


“Fe 


ts, and cross- 
- = > 


, 


« ed to have been proper. 


«tain the correct Copy accompanying your last let 


gi of iginal d ents 
In letter (M 5) of the original documents, 


Israel Pickens, pre 


ugust 2 
whe paper; and omitted m the printec 


In regard to those parts of the letters (L 5), (F 9) 


1 in the print- 
xtracted, and omitted in ul 
ry > ci aw ae ittee are satisfied that 


they were thus marked by Mr. Dickens, one of th 


chief clerks in the | 
the purpose of calling the attent 
tion itreievant to the subject mattsr of the cal 


and improper, in his opinion, to be communicate 


ke. I mentioned only 
at Pittsburg, whereas you 
oned) a transfer 


ret that any mistake should have occured, but - 
« we rejoice that our decision is thus acknowledg: | to. 
Agreeably to your re- 


sé quest, I return the copy heretofore necewven, om 
« under which we have necessarily acted, an 


sident of the bank of Tombigbee, 


to the secretary of the treasury, dated St. Stephens, 


“ig? r with 
18 1819, two pages are ed aecomentd:| t say, that there has not b 


e. 
1 the department of the treasury, for | ledg 
ion of the secreta- 


of the treasury to them, as contaming informa- 


‘ — 
to the public, on account of disclosures they m 


or opinions they expressed, which migh ej ) 
. a t b ; 

ous to the affairs ot the banks or individua ls tow | 
iT 


in the may 











of each of those three letters, was made by h; 
guide to the compositor to omit them in me 
ing. priy 
In reference to the matter concealed 
ler, (M. 5), by the white paper sealed ov 
feel themselves constrained to say, 
erat, Be the objects of the call for inform, 
ton, and might have been injurious to the ; 
rests of the individuals or the banks Mention * 
it, had it been published at that time. Ther. 
satisfied, also. that such were the motives when 1 
duced Mr Dickens, the clerk, to cover the “ 
with paper, which, he disclosed, was done 4 
The committee submit that they have been om 
enabled to suggest, satisfactorily to the house 7 
Causes which have produced the omission ia t! 
pristing of all the documents, except that of (A “. 
which they suppose to be the particular docum vn 
referred to in the communication signed A. B oa 
in regard to which, after an examination of all t 
witnesses, who were considered to be important : 
the investigation, and pushing the inquiries to the 
extent of the supposed powers of the committee 
| Oey are now obliged to confess, (and they do it 
with regret), that they have obtained no Satisfacto 
Had thé ‘su. ; 
of this particular paregristed for the suppression 
clerk in the treasury department tu stated the 
others, your committee would feel no hesitation ... 
presenting to the house the strong probability that 
it might have been done by that gentleman. But 
a recurrence to his testimony, communicated here- 
with, and marked (E) will satisfy the house that 
that probability is too much weakened to be made 
the ground work of the opinion of a committee of 
investigation 
But, whatever difficulties the committee may 
have encountered in ascertaining by whom the 
marks were made, and the paragraph suppressed, 
they nave none in stating that the accused did not 
your whew oy! | eee ~~ 
ful consideration of all the evidence A eihe 
without stating their strong ‘dave of 
¥ - Seston had any knowledge 0. 
ria a “9 aad - the suppression of the para 
aa Promitted in the letter marked (A 5) oF ¢: 
rap of submitted to 
her of the documents which were 
the house, in answer to the call so magn est 
In support of their oe vn ee the house te 
the case, your committee would re'® M. Grouard, 
the annexed testimony of George = - Mr. 
rked C; of MT 
marked B; of Wm. Kerr, jr. markee 0% 0. 
Burch, deputy clerk of the house, mar ~ 4 a 
Asbury Dickens, marked E; and of the hon. 


in the |, 
eT it the 
that it had, 







the 











from | H Crawford, marked F. 


In regard to the other individual coon ores 
the communication attached to the letter . eis 
Gales and Seaton, your committee do no 
een any evidence +" 
mitted to them tending, in the slightest vs ot 
show that the suppression of the paragrap 


i cre- 
to, was caused either by the influence of the se 


i is know- 
e|tary of the treasury or Was done with his 








inquiry 
The interesting nature of the present inqu'- 


: a } tV 0 
has suggested to your committee the ao et PY 
1. | submitting to the house the expediency 0 PE . 
d ing some member or members of its own ’ 
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every case, to superintend the publication of all; ence to the subject of the call, I marked with a 
documents which may hereafter be printed by or- | pencil. ay 


der of the house. 
In conclusion, your committee would beg leave 
to subinit the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved, Vhat the committee appointed upon 
the letter of Messrs. Gales and Seaton, be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of the subject 
referred to them. 


i have no recollection of having marked the 


particular passage suspected; and did not recollect 
there was such a passage. 
passages, and them I recollect from the subject. 


I only marked three 


Is:. (!. No. 6.) The three last lines but one on 


page 114 1 marked as omitted; the reason for mark- 


ing this was, that it did not, in my opinion, relate 


(B) to the subject, and implicated one who had been a 


Deposition of George M_ Grouard. 

1am foreman for Gales & Seaton, and have been 
for eight years past. {f receive the documents 
generally through the messengers of the house. 
Itis very r-re that I receive any from Gales & Sea. 
ton. As soon as received, Inumber, enter them in 
» check book. and put them under lock and key, 
where they remain till they are placed in the hands 
of the com positors. [am persuaded no personhad 
an inspection of these documents but myself. I 
noticed there were several erasures in these docu- 
ments when I received them. It is my invariable | 
‘practice to omit all the paragraphs erased, marked, | 
or crossed. he marks and brackets alinded to) 
were not made in the office. | he p»ging wes made 
at the office, as also the figures in the margin, to) 
assist the compositor; and the word “out,” in pen- | 
cil, in the margin, was made, as 1 supposed, by my , 
assistant, as an indication to the compositor to omit | 
the paragra h against it. There was no reason’ 
for omitting the particular paragraph which did not | 
apply to all the omissions. N« hint was given me | 
to omit the paregraph, from any person. I never | 
knew Messrs Gaics & Seaton to insert a word, or | 
leave out a word, or wish me to insert avy word, or | 
omit any word, which was ordered to be prnted | 
or omitted. If original documents are sent to the | 
elerk of the house, by the departments, they are 
sent to the office without being copied. The dif 
ferent departments have no particular mode of in. | 
dicating what they wish to have omitted. 

I do not recollect that any of the other depart | 
ments have ever sent original papers with white | 
paper pasted on any paragraph. 1 never read any | 
of the passages erased in this case. I feel myself 
bound by the direction of any proper officers of the 
bonse, as to the mode of printing. 

I have an indis\inct recollection that there was 
some direction in the margin, to omit the passage 
stricken out, or marked; but that would have had 
no additional weight with me. 


(E.) 
Testimony of Asbury Dickens, clerk in the office of the 
secretary of the treasury. 


Asbury Dickens, clerk in the office of the secre. 
tary of the treasury, testified—That all the papers 
in relation to banks, and the deposites of money in 
said banks, are inmy hands. The general practice 
is to transmit copies when papersare Called for.— 
When business presses, we are obhged to send the 
originals. When copies are made, they are made 
of the whole correspondence, unless there may be 
some things improper to be communicated, It is 
the general direction of the secretary, when infor 
mation is called for, to give every thing that relates 
to the subject. 

The papers, after selected, are laid before the 
secretary; and, in this case, he directed me to col. 
lect every thing in the office relating to the subject 
—they were seiected, and submitted to his inspec 
tion. In this case, from the urgency of it, I took 
the originals and rough drafts. 

Those passages which seemed to have no refer- 





public officer. 


2d. (L. 5:) The four last lines in page 148, eras- 
ed, and five lines on the next page, I crossed them 
as not relating to the subject of the call; and they 
referred to another and distinct letter. 

Sd. Was a letter from Farmers and Mechanics’ 
bank ot Indiana to the secretary. 

(F. 6.) I marked, to be left out, the three last 
lines, a8 implicating the credit of two banks, and as 
not relating to the subject of the call. 

(M. 5.) The papers pasted ever a part of the 
letter were not with a view to suppress the infor- 
mation; but, as it had no relation to the subject of 
the resolution, and was in relation to a quarrel be- 
tween the bank of Tombigbee and the branch bank 
of the United States at Savannah, I thought it not 
proper to be communicated. 

I now recollect the above passages, because I 
then thought, and [f still think, the information 
ought net to have been communicated, and would 
be injuriousto the parties if published. 

I have no recollection of the letter (A 45,) and 
should not have made the marks to exclude the in- 
formation, because I did not think it ought to have 
been concealed. I see no reasons why it should be 
concealed. 

I made the mark of the word “out,” in the mar- 
gin of letters (1 6), (L5., (F. 6). 

The whole of these transactions I was acquainted 
with at the time—the papers originally passed 
through my hands, 

The papers remained some time before the secre. 
tary, while he was making the report, after I gave 
them to him, béfore he communicated them to the 
house. 

The Steubenville bank was solvent at the time 
of deposite—the government has lost nothing by 
that bank—it now has deposites of public muneys 
and is solvent. 

I never knew any mark or erasures to be made 
by Mr. Crawford, on papers to be communicated, 
after I had made such as I thought proper to make. 
After the report had been sent to the house, I re- 
collected that I had omitted the reference to one of 
the documents which now appears in the report; 
and I came to the house and found the report had 
been read, and applied to Mr Burch for the report 
and documents; he went into the house and said the 
report was not on the clerk’s table, and he supposed 
some member had taken it to read; he went into 
the house again, and said he could not find them, 
While 1 was waiting, Mr. Cook came, with the re- 
port in his hand, and gave it to Mr Burch, and 
asked for the documents. Mr. Burch -handed to 
him a sealed packet, which was the samc { iad 
sealed at the treasury. Mr. Cook broke the seals 
and began to look over the papers, and said, “1 sup- 
pose I may takethem to my room.”? Burch assent- 
ed, and Mr. Cook took them away. .{ then put in 
the reference (+), which now appears in the report. 

FRIDAY MORNING, Jan. 24, 
Mr. Dickens re-examined, . 

The papers contained in (A 8).was a conficen. 

| tial communication from the bank of Steubenville, 
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of the state of the bank, which ismade once a month 
by each bank, in which the private affairs were 
stated, and agreed by the secretary to be confi- 
dential. 

The hand writing on (A 5) in red ink, is mine. 
I do not know when made, but I think it was made 
when the subsequent letter of Ist May was receiv- 
ed, in relation to Brownville and Mount Pleasant 
banks. The letter of lst May is not communicat- 
ed, as will be seen by the printed documents. 

(B. 1) The red ink is in my own hand writing, 
and was made at the time the correspondence was 
prepared for the house. 

I made the brackets in (F 6), and made the red 
ink brackets in(B 1). I have not seen the pa- 
pers since they were communicated to the house 
until yesterday, with the exception of seeing them 
in the presence of Mr. Burch & Mr. Cook. I never 
had any conversation with Messrs Gales & Seaton, 
or any person in their employment, in reference to 
the suppression of parts of papers in the printing. 
+ I think the secretary would, if particularly re- 
quested, communicate these monthly statements of 
the banks to the house. 

I cannot say that I did not makethe marks upon 
the letter (A 5,) but I gave yesterday the reasons 
why I think I did not. 

There néver have been any documents trans- 
mitted from the treasury, which were marked as 
not to be printed, before this time. 

I should think the marks I made a sufficient di- 
rection to the compositor not to print the parts in- 
cluded between them; and I think that, if the se. 
cretary should have been of opinion, that what I 
had marked ought to be printed, he would have 
erased my marks. 

The secretary and myself had no particular con- 
sultation on the subject of these papers. 

The paragraph in (A 5) does relate te the sub- 
ject more than many others, and, I think, ought to 
have been communicated, though unimportant. 

Saturday Morning, Jan, 25. 

Mr. Dickens repeats the impression that he did 
not mark the paragraph in (A 5). It was not his 
intention to mark it, and he thinks he did not. 

The word “out”? was written by him upon all the 
three letters in his first evidence particularly men- 
tioned. ; 

When the correspondence with these banks was 
received, I filed away the whole of it. 

Ido remember having referredto (A 5) after it 
was received, and before it was communicated, for 


_the purpose of making the reference which now 


appears upon it in red ink. 

Many documents remain without being filed 
away in the office for some time after they are re- 
ceived. 

When the call was made, I looked over ali the 
letters, filed and unfiled, relating to the subject. 

Since the first call, I do not recollect having 
found any additional letters, relating’to this subject. 

The documents communicated under the second 
call, were not laid before the secretary on the first 
eall. 

In the letter (A. 2.) although there is a paper 
pasted over a part of the original memorandum, yet 
the letter was communicated as it was originally 
sent to the cashier of the bank of Steubenville. 

F 
Testimony of the sa Wm. H, Crawford. 

I made no marks of any kind upon these papers, 
and I know of no practice in the office, which has 
ever authorized the marking of parts of original 
letters, inorder that they may not be printed. No 








my 


such practice has prevailed, within my knowledge. 
I have no recollection that any marks were made 
upon these papers; but have an indistinct recollec- 
tion that Mr. Dickens stated something to me, in 
relation to the correspondence with the bank of 
Missouri, which affected the receiver at that place. 
I gave no instructions to Mr. Dickens to mark any: 
part of these papers, nor have [ ever given him a 
general direction to mark any particular passages, 
There might have been marks and erasures in the 
documents submitted to me by Mr. Dickens, which 
escaped my notice, as my attention was more par- 
ticularly directed to the contracts than the corres- 
pondence. In framing the report, my attention 
was not particularly attracted to the correspon- 
dence, as it contained nothing important for that 
purpose; the material facts being comprehended in 
the contracts and the statement furnished from the 


{books kept by Mr Dickens, which shewed the 


amount deposited in those banks, and the sum paid 
by them. I have norecollection of the letter past- 
ed over. 

There is nothing in the paragraph suppressed, 
which I should have wished to be withheld from 
the house. If I then knew that any part of the cor. 
respondence had been marked, Ido not now reco}. 
lect it. I never sanctioned the omission of any 
part ofthe correspondence. Mr. Dickens is not the 
chief clerk, Mr. Jones is the chief clerk, and calls 
for records or files of the office are generally refer- 
red to him, with directions to examine and collect 
all that are embraced by such calls; but in this case, 
I think Mr. Dickens was the person to whom the 
reference was made. 

I never had any communication, direct or indirect, 
with Gales & Seaton, as tothe manner in which they 
discharged their official duty, in this or any other 
case. 

It is usual, when resolutions require information 
which the records or files of the office afford, to 
send copies; but when there is a press of business, 
the originals are some times sent, as in the present 
case. 

The difference in the sum mentioned by the 
cashier of the bank of Steubenville, and that in my 
letter of the 12th March, 1819, may be explained 
by referring to the original draft of that letter, now 
in possesion of the committee. Owing tosome dif- 
ferences with the officers of the United States 
branch bank at Pittsburg, the cashier, in his letter 
of the 13th February, 1819, requested that the sum 
of $24,568 51, then in the possession of the branch 
bank, might be considered as due directly to the 
treasury, and that it might not be collected through 
that offce. The original draft of the letter, inthe 
possession of the committee, directs that sum to be 
credited to the treasurer, on the book of the bank. 
Just before the date of that letter, the whole of the 
special deposite had been transferred to the bank 
of Columbia. When my letter was carried out to 
be copied, Mr. Dickens, who keeps the bank ac- 
counts, came to me and stated that there was about 
$18,650 44 of the notes of the bank of Steubenville 
in the possession of the branch bank at Chillicothe, 
and which had been also transferred to the bank of 
Columbia, and proposed that the same direction 
should be given as to that sum, which I assented to, 
and directed my letter to be modified accordingly. 
The original letter, thus modified, was retained as a 
copy, and sent to the house with the report. This 
is the circumstance which produced the paragraph 
in the letter of the cashier, which was omitted in 
the printing of the letter, and which omission is now 
the subject of investigation. 
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The Proposed Tariff. | 


We have thought that our readers would be gra- 
tified in having a statement of what would be the 
operation and effect of the bill for the modification 
of the tariff of duties on imports, now pending in 
the house of representatives. The two following 
statements, prepared by different members, have 
been submitted to the house of representatives. 
We publish both the statements, that our readers 
may have an entire view of the subject.—WVaz. Int. 


Statement submitted by Mr, Tod. 
Comparative statement of present duties, and those 
proposed, in the bill before the house of repre- 
sentatives—No. 222. 


3 _ 








ef | Rate of 
Present du- | Proposed duties. 'addition- 
ties. | al duty 


Manufactures of wool, } 25ip.c.ad v.30 p. ¢. ad v. "a 
: nimum price 

80 cts p. sq. yd.'1-5th. 

Do. cotton, (25 p.c. & mi-|25 p. ¢. an addi- 

nimum of 25| Gonal minimum, 

cts p. sq. yd.| OF 35 cts. pe sq. y. 








Do. silk, 15 per cent.|25 per cent. —|2-Sds, 
Do. flax, | 15 per cent.|15 p. c. and mini- 
mum of 25 cts. p. 

sq. yd. 2-3ds. 
Do. hemp, | 20 per cent.'25 p. c. and same 

Printing types, cutlery, manimum, 1-4th 


ins, needles, buttons, 
Figabde, ja nned wares, 
fire arms, &e. and all ma- 
ee not ee 
de o iron, stee 
pewter, ile tin, - per cent. ~ rte | _ _ |b-ath 
ilk hats r cent. p+ C- muni- 
Leghorn and silk hats, pe fh = Smee 
one dollar each | 1-3d. 





Lead, i i bars, and 
x ol os "Wed Let. 2 ets. double. 
—, Shot, 2 cts. z oo + 

‘ hi * 3 ets. cts. 1-3d. 
—— wath 1 1-2 ets. 2 1-4 cts. 1-2. 
‘Yarred cables & cordage,| 3 cts. 4 cts. 1-3d. 


Untarred cordage, yarns, 
twine, pack thread and 














seines, 4 cts. 5 ets. 1-4th. 

Oil, linseed & hempseed, = Pp. Ce bm y.| 25 cts. per gall. 
] 1 0. 
bas cwt, 100 cts. 200 cts. double. 
i r bolts, not 

teagit bar oF Pals MOH se, freon = aa 

Do. round, rd mr 
ods, of 3-16¢/s to 8-16¢ 
inch diameter, {150 ets. 300 cts. double. 
it, in nail or spike, 

a “ “ {250 cts. 300 cts. 1-5th. 
Do. sheets or hoops, 250 cts. 300 cts. 1-5th. 
Do. spikes, lb.| 3 ets. 3 cts. 
Do. nails, 4 cts. 5 cts. 1-4th. 
Iron or steel wire, not ex- 

ceeding No. 18, 5 cts. 5 cts. 
Do. exceeding ae 18, 9 cts. 9 cts. 
Ploa tes and share 

aon Sian 20 p.c.adv.| 11-2 cts. 
Anvils, 20 do. 2 cts. 


Spadesand shovels doz.| 20 do. |250 cts. 
Screws, of iron or brass, 


exceeding 25 to lb.| 20 do. | 15 cts. 
Wood screws, not exceed- 
ing 1 inch, groce,| 20 do. 8 cts. 


Do, not exceeding 2 inch.| 20 do. 14 cts. 
Do. exceeding 2 inches, {| 20 do. | 20 cts. 








Glass, flint, cut, 30 ets. 6 cts. p. lb. and 

20 p. c. ad v. 
Do. do. uncut, 20 cts, 6 cts. p. do. and} 
Do. window, above 8 by 10 20 do. 

100 sq. feet, 250 cts. 300 cts. 1-5th 
Do. do. 10 by 12, 275 cts. 375 cts. 10-55ths. | 
Do. do. above 10 by 12, [325 cts. 375 cts 1¢-65ths. | 
Do black bottled, grace.) 44 cts. 200 cts. 3-8ths. 
Do. all otherarticles, 1.) 30p.c.adv.| 5 cts. 

Duck, Russia, piece, 200 cts. 200 cts. ; 

Do Ravens, 125 Cts, 125 Cts. 

Do. Holland, 250 Cts. 250 Cts. 

Paper, printing, lb.) 30p.c.ady.| 8 Cts. 

Do. wrapping & colored, do. 6 Cts. 

Do. writing, do. 12 Cts. 

Do. sugar loaf do. 4 Cts. 

Do letter or folio post do. 15 Cts. 

Do. book-binders’ band ; 
box and sheathing Sp.c.adv.} 3 cts. 

Do. hangings printed do. 7 15 cts. 

Do. all other do. 6 cts. 


Statement submitted by Mr, Cambreleng. 

An estimate of duties on certain articles, as pro- 
posed in the bill reported by the committee of 

manufactures, and a comparison with existing du- 

ties. 

Manufactures of wool, 30 per cent.—minimum 

valuation of 80 cents per square yard. 

This would operate heavily on plains and other 
coarse woollens, of about 24 inches in width, and 
which cost 8d. to 18d. sterling per running yard.— 
Take, for example, the most inferior, cost 8d. equal 
to 12d. per square yard, or cents 32 22,100 

Add shipping charges, 1 11.100 





23 33.100 
Custom-house addition of 10 percent. 2 33,100 





cents, 25 66.100 
It is proposed to estimate this square 
yard at 80 cents, andto charge a duty of 
30 percent on that valuation, making 24 
cents on 25 2-3, or pr. ct. 95 53.100 
The existing duty is 25 per cent. on 
25 2.3 cents, making 6 41.100 cents, in- 
stead of 24 cents, as proposed. 
The proposed duty on plains, of the 
best quality, which cost 18d, per running 
yard, would be, according to the same 
calculation, pr. ct. 41 56,100 
While fine cloths, &c. would pay but 30 per ct. 
Colored printed callicoes, cost 15s, to 20s. ster- 
ling per piece of 28 running yards, 
‘Vake the inferior, cost 15¢.; off drawback of ex- 


cise, 4s. 10d. leaves 10s. 2d, for 28 yards, or 4.3d. 
per running yard; being 7 22.100d. per square 
yard, or cents 15 37.100 
Add charges, 63 
14 
Custom-house 10 per cent. 1 40 





cents 15 40.100 





It is proposed to estimate this square 
yard at 35 cents, and to charge a duty of 
25 per cent. making 8 3.4 cents, or prt. 56 82,100 

The existing duty is 25 per centum on 
a valuation of 25 cents, making 6} cents, 
or percent. 40 48.100 

Callicoes, which cost 20s, sterling, now 
pay, per cent. 27 6.100 

The same, at the proposed valuation of 
53 cents the square yard, would pay, p.c. 37 89.100 

Fine cotton goods would pay but 25 per cent.— 
The existing minimum valuation of 25 cents the 
square yard on cotton goods, makes the duty on in- 
ferior white goods prohibitory. 

On silks, various bountiesare allowed in England, 
which it is now proposed to add to the duty of 26 
per cent. 

On manufactures of flax and hemp; osnaburgs, of | 


inferior quality, cost, per running yard of 25 to 26 
inches width, 






Deduct bounty 14 

44 
Equal to 6d. 55.100 per square yard, or 11 75.100 
Charges 60 

12 35.10¢ 
Ccstom house 10 per cent. 1 25.100 


— 








Gents 15 60.10 
| 
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It is proposed to valué this square yard 
at 25 cents and to gharge a duty thereon 
of 25 per cent” 
: ' Making cents 6 25.100 
f It is also proposed to add to the amount 
of the bounty 14d. sterling, the running 


yard, or 2d. 12.100 per square yard 3 93.1006 








cents 10 18.1600 








Making 10 18,100 cents duty on 15 60.100 cents, 
or ad valorem : 74 85.100 

Should the section adding the bounty to the du- 
ty be stricken out of the bill, the ad valorem duty 
proposed, would still be 45 96.100 

This article now pays.15 per cent, ad valorem, or 
about 2 cents per square yard, instead of 10 18.100 
eents, as is proposed. 

Brown linens, or hollands, bed tickings, twilied 
sacking, Silesian linens, &c. without adding the 
bounty, would pay 35 to 42 per cent. 

Fine linens would pay but 25 per centum. 

Linseed oil pays a duty of 15 per centum ad va- 
lorem; equal to 10 cents per galion. !t is proposed 
to increase the duty to 25 cents the gallon. 

Glass ware, plain, now pays 20 per cent. ad va- 
lorem; 4 common tumblers, weighing 1 Ib. cost, 
after deducting drawback, bounty and discount, 
& 88.100 cents, including charges, and 10 per cent. 
custom-house addition. 
it is proposed to charge 20 per centum ad valorem 

on this 8 88.100 cents, making 1 78.100 
And a specific duty of aie 


cents 7 78.100 


Making 7~78.100 cents. on 8 88.100, or ad 
’ valorem *87 61.100 
Inferior cut tumblers, weighing 37 lbs. to the hun- 
dred, cost, after deducting drawback of excise, 


&c. and adding charges, and 10 per centum cus- 
¢. tom-house addition, per 100 $6 44 





It is proposed to charge an ad valorem duty 
of 20 per cent. 


And a specific duty of 9 cents per pound on 
37 lbs. 


$1 29 
2 22 


B3 51 
Making $3 51 duty on $6 44, or 543 per cent. 
@ut glass now pays 30 per cent ad valoren. 100 ele- 
gant cut glass tumblers, weighing 50 lbs. deduct. 
ing drawback of excise, &c. and adding charges 








and custom house 10 per cent. cost $42 03 
Proposed duty of 20 cent. 8 59 
Do. 


specific, 6 cents per Ib. on 50 Ibs. 3 00 





Sil 59 
Making a fraction less than 27 per cent. The 
existing duty is 30 per cent. ad valorem. 


ee 
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Seventeenth Congress—2nd. session. 


IN THE SENATE. 
January 30. Mr. Dickerson offered a substitute 


>» for the resolution offered by Mr. Taylor, of Va. to 


amend thé constitution of the United States as it 
regards the election of president. [As we have no 





*Should the bounty, as proposed, be added to 
the duty, the bounty being 5 cents per pound, the 
duty on plain tumblers, per lb. would be 12 78,100 
cents en 8 88.100, or 143 92,100 per cent. 


Ten 


i ee 


present prospect of any thing being done in this 
matter just now, we shall at least defer the insertion 
of this substitute, which occupies a considerable 
space.) ; 

The bill to erect a monument over the tomb of 
of the late vice president Gerry, was passed, and 
sent to the other house for concurrence. 

The greater part of the day was Spent in the con. 
sideration of matters regarding the public lands und 
land claims in the state of Louisiana—no matter of 
importance decidedly acted on. , 

January Sl. Mr. Smith, of Maryland, agreeabl 
to notice, asked and obtained leave, and introduc. 
ed a bill making an appropriation, (of $100,000 a 
year, for ten years), for the gradual armament of 
the new fortresses of the United States; which bill 
was twice read and referred. 


for consideration: ; 


Resolved, Thatithe president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be laid Sefore the senate a statement of the numb r and 
size of cannon, mortars and howitzers, necessary tur the armament 
of the fortresses of the United States, which have been erected 
since the first day of Jone, 1815, as well as those which have been 
directed to be built and not yet completed, with an estimate of the 
sum necessary to defray the expense of purchasing such arma- 
ment; also, an estimate of the sum necessary for maven. Boevig such a 
quantity of shot and shelis, of every description, as may be thought 
necessary for the fortresses before mentioned, designating the ne- 
cessary armament for each fortress. 


Severai petitions of a private nature were pre- 
sented and referred; and, 


At an early hour, the senate went into the con- 


with closed doors until 3 o’clock; when 

The senate adjourned to Monday. 
_ February 3. Several communications were re- 
ceived—netices giyen of several resolutions that 
would be offered—some bilis taken up and partial- 
ly disposed of —the bill to regulate the entry of mer- 
chandise discussed, and that which provided for 
the accommodation of the circuit cour', for the dis. 
trict of Columbia, in the city hall of Washington, 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

February 4. The bill to provide for the accom. 
modation of the circuit court of the district of Co- 
lumbia was passed—ayes 21. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Smith, 


of Maryland, to legalize the silver coins of Mexico, 
was taken up and agreed to. 


which was referred the bill, together with the sub- 
stitutes proposed thereto, for abolishing imprison- 
ment for debt, reported a new bill, embracing a 
number of sections; which bill was read. 

The bill to divide the state ot South Carolina into 
two judicial districts, was, after being amended, or- 
dered toa third reading. 

That for the relief of George Shannon, being re- 
fused a third reading, was as r- jected. 


Several matters about land and land claims occu- 
pied the rest of this day. 


February 5. The bill to divide the state of South 
Carolina into two judicial districts, (with others of a 
private or local nature), were severally read the 
third time, passed, and sent te the house of repre- 
sentatives fer concurre: ce. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the other house, to make perpetual an act pas- 
sed the 3d of March, 1817, entitled «an act to con- 
tinue in force an act “further to provide for the col- 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage, passed 


|the 3d of March, 1815, and for other purposes.” 


On this bill a debate arose, which occupied the 
remainder of the day’s session. 

It was, finally, on the motion of Mr. Van Buren, 
postponed to Monday next. Adjourned. 





Mr. Chandler submitted the folowing resolution | 


| sideration of executive business, and continued’ 


Mr. Van Duke, from the select committee to 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday, Jan. 30. The house met this day at 
i1 o’clock, pursuant tothe resolve of yesterday. 
Mr. Harvey,from the committee, made a report 
unfavorable to an appropriation for the erection of 


fortifications on Key West, on Thompson’s Island 
—read and laid ‘on the table. 

Mr. Dwight reported in the case of Gales & Sea- 
ton—see page 358, The report was laid on the 
tabie. ; 

Mr. Jennings submitted the following resolutions; 
weet re o dered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the secretary of thé treasury lay be fore this 
house # statement, shewiag the deseription and character of the 
egllateral security obtatned, in the year 1821, tor 168,453 dolls. 
deposited in the bank of Vincennes, at the time of its failure,” and 
whether such collateral security consisted in liens on real proper- 
ty, or in pubkhe er personal securities; if in liens on real proper- 
ty, tre value of such property at the time of its ucquirement, 
and what sun of money it will probably yield to the treasury, if 
sold on a credit of one, two, aad three years; the present situa- 
tion of the tle to such real property; and all communications 
~o and from the said secretary m relation to such liens; if in pub- 
lic s-curities, whether an assigumeut of the state debt of Indiana 
10 the bank of Vincennes was not taken without any Correspon- 
desice with any officer or agent of the state gov-rument; and, if so, 
whether such assignment has been canceiled: the time when, and 
by whom; and if not cancelicd. whether the United States claim 
a right of property ia any ortion of the state debt aforesaid 


which may remain unliquidaged, and communications to and from 
said secretary, in relation te such assignment. — 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury inform this house 
whether the bauk of Vineennes complied with its agreement with 
the treasury department tu furnish quarterly a list of its debtors, 
and the amount owing by each; and, if so, the asaounts owing to 
the said bawk by Charics Sauth’s st.am-mill company, upon each 
rendition of the quarterly hists aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury inform this house 
whether or not any draft or drafts have bees drawn upon said 
bank of Vincennes, under the direction of the treasury depact- 
ment, since the date of the letter of the seeretary of the treasury 
co said bank, dated the 7th of July, 1520; and, if so, under what 
item of appropriation, in whose favor, the date of such draft or 
drafts, and the object for which the same were drawn. [Agreed to 
next day.]} 


Tue Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of state, transmitting 1500 copies of 
the «digest of manufactures,” prepared in obedi- 
ence to aresolution directing the taking the cen- 
sus of the United States for the year 1820; which 
letter was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Friday, Jan. 31. Oa motion of Mr. Lathrop, of 
Mass. it was, 


Resolved, That the committee on ways and means be instruct- 
a! to inquire into the expediency of enlarging the terms on which 
che commissioners on the sinking fund, under 5th section of the 
act passed March 3d, 1817, entitled “an act to provide tur the re- 
deupuon of the public debt,” may purchase that portion of the 


pubic debt which will become reimbursable on the Ist day of 
January, 1825. 


Mc. /Vright moved that the daily hour of meet- 
ing of this house be twelve o’clock, instead of eleven, 
as recently agreed upon; which motion was dicided 
allirmatively—ayes 75, noes 39. 

the future meeting of the house will be at 12 
Yolock. M. until further order thereon. 

After other business, the house resolved itself 
ito a committee of the whole, and took up the 
bul for the more effectual protection of domestic 
manufactures — ! 

Messrs Cook and .Mullary, decidedly supported, 
ind Mr. #Aea opposed the bill—Mr, Bayles op- 
posed the strikirg out of the first section, but was 
also opposed to some of its items. 

The committee then rose and the Speaker com. 
Municated a letter from the comptroller of the 
‘reasury, transmitting a list of balances standing 
®*nthe bouks of the fourth auditor of the treasury, 
Which have remained unsettled, or appear to have 
been due more than three years prior to the S0th 
September last; which was Tread and ordered to lie 
“Ninetable And the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 3. This being “petition day,” up- 


Wards of 40 memorials and petitions were pre- 
f£nted. 








Se 


A memorial was presented by Mr Condict, of 
New Jersey, signed by many respectable citizens — 
of that state, shewing the injurious consequences 
resulting from the amportation of so great an 


amount of foreign goods, by paralysing the indus- 


try of the nation, and draining the country of its 
precious metals, and praying for an increase of du- 
ties upon such articles as they believe can be 
furnished upon reasonable terms by our own manu- 
facturers. 


After stating briefly the leading objects in the 
memorial— 

Mr. Condict proceeded to remark, that it was 
similar to some others formerly presented by him, 
and which, on his motion, had been referred to a 
committee of the whole house on the state of the 
union, 

Upon further consideration, said Mr. C. Iam in. 
duced to ask the house, to give another direction 
to a particular paragraph in the memorial, which 
suggested an increased duty on imported spirituous 
liquors, and an tuternal duty, or excise, upon domestic 
spire. 

[ have long entertained the opinion, said Mr. C. 
that it would comport with sound policy, and the 
best interests of our country, to levy and collect a 
much larger portion of its revenue upon liquors 
consumed at home. And nothing prevented me 
from calling the attention of congress to this im. 
portant subject during the last session, but the ex- 
treme reluctance which I have felt, and which many 
of my friends here have expresed, to the appoint. 
ment of so many officers as would be required to 
carry a system of excise into effect. 

la the committee of manufactures, of which I am 
a member, some conversation was had on this sub. 
jvct: but, considering it to be a question of revenue 
principally, it was thought by us to belong to ano- 
ther committee, and is not embraced in the bill, 
which is now under examination before this body. 
But, inasmuch as the subject is distinctly presented 
to us in this memorial, by a class of men, second te 
none for their respectability in society, their intel- 
iigence, their morals and devotion to their country, 
i deem it to be my duty, to solicit the serious atten- 
tion of the house, and to give to the subject that de- 
liberate examination, which it demands, 

It isimportant in a financial, but much more so in 
amoraliview. Ihave not before me, at this moment, 
any documents, shewing the quantity consumed an- 
nually, nor is it of any importance for the purpose 
of my argument to ascertain, precisely, the number 
of gsilons. A duty of 25 cents per gallon, on the 
spirituous liquors consumed in the United States, 
would yield to the treasury an annual revenue, say, 
of 6 or 8 millions of dollars. A sum which, if faith- 
fully applied, would rapidly extinguish the national 
debt; or which would be sufficient, in a few yeara, 
if economically appiied to internal improvement, te 
connect the various sections of this extensive em- 
pire, by navigable canals and good roads. 

And upon whom would this tax fall? Invariably 
upon the consumer of the liquor. He could never 
carry the bowl to his mouth, without first “casting 
iis mite into the treasury.” 

Should it be objected, that the imp6sition of suck 
a duty would lessen the consumption of the article, 
and that the treasury would derive but a limited 
sum from this soyrce—I reply, God grant it may be 
the case, and bvould then double the duty, 

What is the crying sin, the besetting and the 
6 sotinz sin of our country, which sinks us in our 
own estimation, and the estimation of the civilized 
world? What is it that degrades and debases man, 
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below the level of the brute—that unfits him for 
the duties of social and domestic life? What is it 
that carries strife and contention into every neigh- 
beurhood? What invades the domestic circle, ba- 
nishing conjugal affection, and sundering every tie 
of endearment? What entails poverty and wretch- 
edness and infamy, upon the innocent, literally ‘vi- 
siting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, 
unto the third and fourth generation?” What is it 
that wrings the tear from ‘the eye of disconsolate 
beauty, and reddens its cheek with blushes? What 
is that which draws forth the midnight sigh from 
the lonely and broken-hearted mother, as she 
strives to cover her shivering infant, with her scanty 
rags, or stifle the cries of hunger, by the charities 
of her neighbour? what inflicts disease, in its most 


—~—-——. 


the measure. And that the residue of the said me. 
morial be referred to a committee of the whole 
house on the state of the union.” 

After some remarks on the subject and against 


referred to the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union—69 for, 54 against it. 

The case of John H. Piatt was, on the motien of 
Mr. McLane, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, referred to a select committee. . 

Many bills were reported. Mr. Plumer, of New 
Hampshire, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill for the relief of Abraham Snyder; 
which was read twice, amended, at the suggestion 
of Mr. Ruggles, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 


painful and loathsome shape? What bloats and de-} Angeay is the case of an individual confined for 
de 


forms the human countenance, and effaces the image 
of the Creator from his creature? What is it that 
sweeps, “as with the besom of distruction,” more 
human victims to an untimely grave, than sword and 
pestilence combined? What fills your poor-house 
with paupers, and your hospital with invalids? What 
crouds your jails with criminals, and gives employ- 
menttothe hang-man? It is intemperance in the use 
of spirituous liquors. And, if it be in the power of 
government to restrain this deluge of moral evil, 
and diminish the sum of human misery; if, by levy- 
ing a tax, you snatch one victim from ruin, and re- 
scue his helpless family from the depths of degra- 
dation, will you not exert the power? 

And, Mr. C. asked, what measure could so efec- 
tually aid the productive industry, and promote 
the.real prosperity of the country, as that which 
shall lessen the consumption of ardent spirit? 

“ And who are the consumers? ‘They are either 
the wine-bibbers, the men of wealth, who indulge 


t to the United States, the principal of which 
was only 18 dollars, but which amount was swelled, 
by the costs, to 140 dollars. The case is one in 
which the secretary of the treasury discharges from 
prison only on payment of costs, In this case, the 
individual confined is very poor, and wholly unable 
to pay either costs or principal]. 

Mr. Cocke, agreeably to notice, asked leave to 
introduce a bill by the title of “a bill to fix and 
equalize the pay of the officers in the army of the 
United States.” 

[The bill proposes to provide that fixed compen. 
sations shall be given to officers, in lieu of pay, re. 
tions, forage, &c. and 124 cents per mile, in lieu of 
allowances for transportation]. 

Leave was refused to bring in this bill, because 
the matter had been fully before the military com. 
mittee—for the leave 55, against it 64. 

The Speaker communicated a letter from the pre. 
sident of the United States, transmitting a memo- 





in riot and luxury, and who can afford to pay, or, 
they are those miserable wretches, whom naked- 
ness cannot shame; whose filth renders the kenne! 
in which they wallow more filthy, the voluntary 
outcasts from society, and from whom society has a 
right to extort this pittance, as the only punishment 
which can reach them for the outrages they have 
committed. 

There is no country where the means of intoxica- 
tion are so abundant and so cheap as in our own, 
and the consequences are daily more apparent and 
more and more alarming. The rich bounties of 
‘ Heaven, our precious bread stuffs and our delicious 

fruits, are converted into this fatal poison, disguis- 
ed ina thousand forms, to allure us to destruction. 
It enters into every door, and the cup is presented 
toevery lip. Whilst you tax tlie tea, the coffee, the 
molasses, the sugar, and the salt, used by every 
member of every poor family, you suffer the whiskey, 
- the gin, and the érandy of the country, in their de- 
solating progress, to blight its fairest prospects, ‘as 
with blasting and mildew.” 

In every view which he could take of this ques- 
tion, Mr. C. said, he was led to this conclusion; that 
_ there is no fairer, or more legitimate object of taxa- 
tion, than spirituous liquors; and that sound policy, 
good morals, and the public happiness, require that 
the arm of the government should be /e/t, in a tax 
upon the consumption of this article. And for the 
purpose of asking the serious attention of the house 
to so important a topic, he submitted this motion, 
Viz: 

“That so much of the New Jersey memorials, as 
relates to an additional duty upon imported liquors, 
and an excise upon domestic spirit, be referred to 
the committee of ways and means, with instruc- 
tions to inquire and report on the expediency of 


rial from the legislative council of the territory ot 
_ Florida, on subjects interesting to the inhabitant: 
_of the territory, and, also, to the United States, re- 
, quiring legislative interposition; which letter was 
, read and ordered to lie on the table. 
| Also letters from the departments of state, of the 
| treasury and war, containing various statements. 
The house then, by unanimous consent, agree’ 
to resume the bill to regulate the collection of du- 
| ties on imports and tonnage, with the amendments 
| proposed thereto in committee of the whole. 

The bill was considerably discussed by Messrs. 
McLane, McKim, Gorham, Cambreleng, Ingha:, 
Wright, Rhea, Tracy and Walworth, &c. and at 
little before 5 o’clock, it was ordered to be ei: 
grossed and read a third time on Wednesday. 

Tuesday, Feb. 3. After some other business—M. 
Chambers, of O. having made a good speech on the 
subject, proposed that the regular hour of meeting 
should be eleven, instead of twelve o’clock, each 
day. This was opposed because of the great qual: 
tity of business before the numerous committees, 
and the motion was laid on the table—ayes %%; 
noes 64, 

The speaker, after laying before the house sul 
dry other communications, presented the follow: 
ing message from the president of the U, States. 
To the house of representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the hous 
of representatives, of the 12th December last, r¢ 
questing the president to communicate to the hous 
such information as he might possess with reg# 
to any expedition prepared in the United States 
and having sailed from thence within the ye 
1822, against the territory or dependency of #7 
power in amity with the United States; and to 
form the house whether any measures had bec? 
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taken to bring to condign punishment persons who 
have been cencerned in such expedition, contrary 
to the laws;” I transmit to the house reports from 
ihe secretaries of state and of the treasury, with 
the documents mentioned in each. Those docu- 
ments contain all the information in possession of 
the execulive, relating to the subject of the reso- 
lution. 

That a force, ofa very limited extent, has been 
equipped in the ports of the United States, and 
sailed from thence for the purpose described in the 
resolution, is manifest from the documents now 
communicated; the reports from the collectors of 
Philadelphia and New York, will shew in what man- 
ner this eqipment estaped their notice. 

The first information of this equipment was re- 
ceived from St. Bartholomews, the place of its ren- 
dezvous, This was confirmed afterwards, from 
Curracoa, with an account of its failure. Should 
any of the persons return within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, care will be taken that the laws, 
applicable to such offences, are duly enforced 
arainst them. Whether any aid was afforded by 
others to the parties engaged in this unlawful and 
contemptible adventure, in the ports in which it 
was planned, inconsistent with ordinary commercial 
transactions, and contrary to the laws of the United 
States, will be referred ‘to the attorney general, 
on whose advice any measures in regard to them 
will depend. 

February 4. JAMES MONROE. 

‘rhe message and documents were ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, submitted for 


consideration the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the cemmittee on military affairs be instructed 
to report a billto establish a national armory on the western wa- 
tcTs. 

‘The resolution having been read— 

Mr. B. supported his proposition in a speech of 
considerable length and with much zeal, shewing 
the importance of the resolution submitted. There 
was some debate on the subject-—but the time hav- 
ing arrived when the rule in regard to original pro- 
positions had expired, the further discussion was 
postponed, on the motion of Mr. Yd, and the 
house resolved itself into a committee cf the whole 
on the bill for the encouragement of domestic ma- 
nufactures. 

Mr. Durfee avowed himself averse to any consi- 
derable augmentation of the duties, yet was notin 
favor of rejecting the bill—-he wished it made more 
perfect by its friends; Mr. Forward replied to Mr. 
1D). and generally supported the bill. Mr. Gorham 
opposed it, and the committee rose about 5 o’clock. 


Wednesday, Feb, 5, After some other business, 
of no immediate importance, but which shall be 
noticed in its progress— 

Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, offered the following re- 


solution: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ascertain by whom 
the suppression of the paragraph, in the letter of William R. Dick- 
inson, cashier of the bank of Steubenville, to the secretary of the 
treasury, dated the 3d day of April, 1819, and by him communicat- 
ed to this house at the last session, was caused, with leave to sit 
during the sessions, and with power to send for] persons and pa- 


TS. 
. Mr. Campbell stated the reasons which induced 
lim to submit this proposition. 
_ Mr. Cook, in vindicating himself from supposed 
imputations, did not oppose the resolution, but con- 
cluded by moving the followir.g amendment to it: 


“And that the said committee be instrueted to prepare and re- 
Port to this house a digest of the evidence, if any such there be, 
shewing whether uncurrent or depreciated bank notes were ta- 
Ken in lieu of cash, from any of the banks, in which the public 
mhoneys were deposited. Whether the public moneys have uot 

discontinued to be deposited in] branches of the United 





States’ bank, and p!aced in certain local banks, situated in tbe same 
towns or neighborhood , without complying with the directions of 
the law on that subject; and whether such transfers have not re- 
sulted in loss to the ‘government; whether the public money has 
not been loaned to those banks,in which standing deposites were 
made, under the name of deposites; and whether such loans or de- 
posites have not resulted in Joss to the government; whether se- 
curity was not neglected to be takenin some one or more instan- 
ces for the punctuality of one or more banks, which proposed to 


give such security, and whether such failure has not resulted in 
oss tothe government.” 


Mr. Campbell accepted as a part of his motion the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Cook, 

On the above resolution there arose an animated 
cebate, which excited a lively interest, involving 
some delicate questions, and being in its nature 
somewhat personal, The house adjourned. 

Tuurspay’s PROcEEDINGS—FEB, 6, 

In the senate—The president communicated to 
the senate the annual report of the commissioners 
of the sinking fund; which was read. 

After some other business, of no importance 
aow—The senate went into the consideration of ex. 
ecutive business; after which they adjourned. 

In the house of representatives—Mr. Rochester, from 
the select committee, appointed on the subject of 
the currency of the United States, made a report, 
accompanied by a.bill making the gold coins of 
Great Britain, France, Portugal and Spain, receiva- 
ble in payment on account of publie lands; which 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Cocke offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 


Resolved, That the president be requested to communicate to 
this house a statement showing particularly whether the money 
appropriated for fortifications in the P per 1820, 1821. and 1822, has 
been expended on the several jortifications,as required by law; 
whether the money applicable to one fortification has been trans- 
ferred and expended on another; if so, by what authority, 


The unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
resolution moved by Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, as 
amended on the suggestion of Mr. Cook, of Illinois, 
was taken up— 

And the debate was resumed upon the general 
subject, which lasted until half past 4 o’clock. 

Finally, the question was taken on agreeing to 
the resolution, and it was determined in the affirma- 
tive, 107 votes to 23. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, transmitting statements, shew- 
ing all the contracts, which were made by the war 
departinent, in the year 1822; a letter from the se- 
cretary of the navy, transmitting the annual state- 
ments of the appropriations and expenditures for 
the naval service, for the year 1822, shewing the 
expenditures under each head, since the Ist Janu- 
ary, 1822, and the unexpended balances of appro- 
priations, on the Ist day of February, 1823; and a 
report of the secretary of state, of the clerks em- 
ployed in his department, in the year 1822, with 
the compensation of each; which were severally or- 
dered to lie on the table. Adjourned. 





— 


CHRONICLE, 


The U.S. brig Spark was lately left at Havana— 
she had lost lieuts. Nicholson and Newcomb, purser 
Fanning, midshipman Whattle, and Mr. Davis, cap- 
tain’s clerk, by the fever, since she left home. 

U.S. Naval Fraternal association—officers elect- 
ed at the session, held in Washington, for the pre- 
sent year: Captain Jacob Jones, president, vice 
Shaw, resigned; lieut, col. A. Henderson, vice pre- 
sident; purser S. Butler, treasurer, and purser G. 
S. Wise, secretary. 

Marriage. A daughter of Mr. Thompson, secre- 
cretary of the navy, to M, de Bresson, secretary to 
the legation of France. | 
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chandise wiich millions ma. want tor lax-y oruse, 
The Arkansas and Red rivers can be made to bear 
steam boats to the foot of the dividing ridge of the 
chai of mountains in which heads the Rio Grande 
of Californio, and thus will be opened to us the 
rch provinces in the North West of Mc xico; whilst 
to the south, caravans of mules, by land, and nu. 


« Rhode Island. N.R. Knight has been re-elected | 
a senator from the state of Rhode Island, for six 

years from the 4th of March next. The opposing 

candidate was Elisha R. Potter, a federalist.- There 

were two ballotings previous to a choice. Ist, 

Knight 39, Potter, 37, scattering 3; 2d, Knight 40, 

Potter 39. 
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Maine. John Chandler is re-elected a senator of 
the United States, trom the state of Maine, for six 
years trom the 3ci day of March next, on which day 
his present time of service will have expired. 


New Orleans, From a paper of that city.—Noon, 
this day, [the 20th of December], accomplishes the 
19th revolving year, since the flag of the United 
States replaced those of France and Spain in Loui- 
isiana. On such a day we may weil look to what 
we have been, what we are, and what we shall be. 
To speak with candor of the old Spanish govern 
ment, we may say that its despotic sway was hardly 
ever felt on the banks of the Mississippi —and there 
then reigned among the Louisianas an equality, in 
the endearing ties of social life, which we in.vain 
look for at the present day. The country, it is true, 
was buried in a torpid calm, and her sons seemed 
unconscious of the advantages held out to them by 
God and nature. 

ihe cession took place—thousands flocked to 
this modern Sidon, and property, of every kind, 
more than quadrupled in value, The old colonists 
found themselves, as it were, transported into a 
new_world, where the love of gain was the ruling 
passion, morning. noon and night—pride stalked in, 
band and hand, with avarice—national partialities 
mingled with religious differences—and too many 
ef our fellow-citizens now find themselves, perhaps, 
mere sojourners in a strange land. 


New.Orleans, notwithstanding, has improved 
wonderfuily; her population in the proportion of 
five to one; her police, comparatively, as system to 
no system; her trade, from a few shi.\s to a thou- 
sand; her exports, from zero to $20,000,000 in va- 
lue. She now, with her suburbs, ext«nds nearly 
four miles along the river, and counts 50,000 inha 
bitants during the fall, winter and spring; whereas, 
before the cession, her population was but 8000, 
and the town covered a narrow strip about three 
fourths of a mile in length.— These advantages ac 
crue partly through the unrivalled position of this 
city, and partly through the nature of our political 
and s»cial institutions. The latter powertully ex- 
cite the master passions of ambition and emulation, 
which in some shape or other reside in every breast. 
To the former we are indebted for what might 
prove a monopoly of the trade of ten states of 
the union, rich in the productions of their soil, and 
equal jn extent, and by and, by, in population, to 
many of the countries in Europe. 

Behold our present condition. To contemplate 
what we may be, the stretch of the mind is infinite- 
ly greater; we must follow the progress of steam 
navigation to the foot of the falls of St. Anthony—to 
the Yellow Stone, and to the great lakes. We must 
calculate the riches hkely to be reaped from the 
trade ofthe multitudes peopling the North West; 
and then we turn to the left with hopes no less as. 
piring. 

» Placed comparatively near the debouchment of all 
the great streams, but one which water the inter 
_nal provinces of Mexico, New Orleans seems destin- 
ed to serve as their store-house, from whence will 
issue, by every mode of conveyance, all the mer- 





merous small vessels by sea are employed-in a trade 
mutually ben-dicial. If we are true to ourselves, 
and act with spiritand liberality, itis believed there 
can be but littl cause for appr heasion °s to the 
competition of other nations in the trade of M: xico., 
The actual condition of that country is such that it 
is nearly impossible to dispuse of without loss, the 
cargo of ny large vessel arviving from Europe, in 
either of the two or three ports in the gulf. 

This isthe state of things at present, und there is 
no prospect of any material alteration for many 
years to come. It therefore, follows that the mer- 
cant at New Orleans, who can expedi'e, at any 
moment, a small vessel, with a cargo which he is 
certain of disposing of without delay, must always 
have the advantage, as be runs little risk and has 
quick returns on his venture. 


Loss of the United States frizate Chesapeake by bad 
gunpowder, From the Boston Patriot, January 29— 
fhe facts set forth in the following petition, which 
has been presented to our legislature, shew the 
inefficacy of the existing law regulating the inspec- 
tion of gunpowder in this commonwealth, and call 
loucly upon eur legislature for its repeal. 


To the honorable the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the ommonwealth of Massachusetts, 
in general court assembled; 

I beg leave, respectfully, to submit to your con. 
sidvrauion a leading fact, showing how very import- 
ant, in a national point of view, 1s the repeal of the 
gunpowder inspection law of Massachusetts. 

The capture of the United States’ frigate Chesa- 
peake, during the late war, is due altogether to 
the inspection law of Massachusetts. From a source 
in which IT have the fullest confidence, [ have been 
informed that, of the elven shot which had struck 
the bull of the Shannon under the water-line, not 
more thant oorthree had gone through her bot- 
tom... Hud her powder been good the whole eleven 
shot would u.doubtedly have gone through and the 
Shannon must have sunk, 


And why was the powder of the Chesapeake 
vad? On this point, allow me to statea fact, whick 
I have also from an unquestionable source, Soon 
after the capture of the Chesapeake, commo-lore 
Stewart went out to Tuft’s magazine, to try some 
powder which he was purchasing for the U, States 
frigate Coustitution; and then tried some of the 
very lots of which the Chesapeake hada part, these 
lots had passed the inspection law of Massachusetts, 
which then required, as it now does, the ball to be 
thrown 75 yards. It was undotibtly on the faith of 
that law, on the faith of the reputation of tbe in- 
spection laws of this commonwealth, that the gal- 
lant Lawrence ventured to trust to this powder, 
without trying it himself. Judge then of Stewart's 
astonishment, of his indignation, when he found 
that some of these lots threw the ball only 12. 19, 
30, and 60 yards !! 

For these and other weighty reasons, I, therefore, 
pray for the repeal of the inspection law of gunpo¥- 
der, and that the quality may rest altogether on the 
reputation or the brand of the manufacturer. 

JOHN PEDRIC, 3d. 
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